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The Voter

Democracy is NOT a spectator sport

Upcoming Events
• February 3rd, 10am-11am
Health Study Committee
Meeting, prior to
Monthly Board Meeting
at Foundation Reading
Room, Shasta County
Library

Cathy Darling A"en, guest speaker at the annual Soup and Supper Event

• February 3rd, 11am-1pm
Monthly Board Meeting
Foundation Reading Room
Shasta County Library
• February 3rd, 1pm Water
Committee Meeting,
after the Board Meeting
at Angelo’s Pizza
• February 25th, 12pm-1pm
(Lunch at 11:30am)
Monthly Member Meeting
Eric Wedemeyer !om the
Shasta County Water Agency
is the guest speaker this month!

Citizens at work during the planning monthly meeting

BE A VOTER CONTRIBUTOR!
Is there an issue you are a strong advocate for and want to educate others about? Write an article
for The Voter! Deadline is the 28th of every month - submit to rowanmocb@gmail.com
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WATER EVENT REPORT
by Michele Seidel Schroeder

Molly Cole and I attended an event at the
Redding Red Lion Inn in on Wednesday the
22nd which was sponsored by the State of
California/Bay Delta Conservation Plan
(BDCP). The event was one of several
conducted throughout the State to educate and
inform the public about the BDCP which is one
part of California's over-all water plan portfolio.
The objective of the BDCP, which many have
now deemed the Twin Tunnels plan, aims to
protect California 's unique Delta eco-system, in
conjunction with the Sacramento-San Joaquin
rivers. The primary aim of the BDCP is to
secure water supplies for a vast agricultural area
and population south of the Delta; entities
which have a great impact on California's
economy.

and Delta Bay Conservation Plan (BDCP). I
spoke to Steve, a representative on the
"construction/conservation" side of the room
who's employed by ICF International. ICF is a
consulting firm contracted (by the state) out of
San Francisco hired to research construction
options, prepare tens of the thousands of pages
of documents, charts and literature which plotout and explain the proposed project.

The ICF representative said that though it was
true that the beneficiaries of the water project
will pay a percentage of the costs not covered by
other mitigations, i.e. environmental impacts;
the benefactors (including South Bay Area cities,
San Joaquin and Owens Valley and other farming
industries) will pay 100% of the cost of the
construction of the pumping station, the
environmental impact surrounding that area
during construction and also 100% of clean-up
costs for restoration of the same after
completion of construction. The chief
benefactors of the plan are the Dept. of Water
Had we known this was an "informal openResources (DWR), Six State Water Project
house" type of event, we would have prepared
diﬀerently, but as we approached the doorway to (SWP) and Central Valley Project (CVP) who are
applying for "incidental take permits" from U.S.
the room, the greeter directed us to their "top
scientists" who were available for questions. Our Fish & Wildlife (USFW) and National Marine
questions focused on the issues regarding actual Fisheries Service (NMFS). These permits will
stay in eﬀect for the term of 50 years.
cost of the project and exactly who was paying
for it, which we later discovered was more
complicated than we expected. There were also When asked for an exact amount that has
already been spent on such an elaborate study
several news media people in attendance.
and campaign, the ICF rep could not give me a
Thomas Reemts (a local Churn Creek farmer)
definitive answer. He explained that his firm was
told me he was interviewed 3 times; once by a
hired over 3 years ago and knows "they" have
Chico man making a documentary on the
spent a lot of money on developing the current
Northern California water issues, and twice by
local news organizations. He said they all wanted Twin Tunnels plan. He also added that he had no
idea how much money was spent in previous
his opinion of the current water crisis, and the
years or by previous Governors' administrations
Twin Tunnels Project and how it would aﬀect
on similar project proposals; he also clarified
the north.
that ICF was not the sole contractor, and that
several sub-contractors would be hired for
The room was divided into 2 parts; one for
various phases within the project.
Environmental Impact of the Twin Tunnels
Project, and the other side was manned by those
who could explain the actual constructions plans Water Event Report continued on Page 3
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PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

What a busy month
January has been for
our League and we're
just getting started!
Our Soup/Supper
event was a big hit,
thanks to a great speaker (County Clerk and Registrar
of Voters Cathy Darling Allen) who answered all our
questions relating to election issues. In addition to the
many League Members and their guests who attended,
I spied several city council members from the Cities of
Shasta Lake (4 of them!), Anderson and Redding along
with one county supervisor and even the editorial page
editor of our Record Searchlight.
Three of our Board members were interviewed at the
KIXE studio, where they shared their knowledge
about the League and it's activities. That interview will
be broadcast sometime this coming year on Channel 9.
We'll let you know when, as soon as we find out when
it's scheduled to be broadcast.
Both the Health Committee, chaired by Karen Frost,
and the Water Committee, chaired by Molly Cole,
have been busy focusing on those complicated issues.
Another committee has been meeting to review issues

(Money in Politics, Educational Funding, the
California Environmental Quality Act, and
Realignment) in preparation for interviews with our
State Senator, Ted Gaines, and State Assemblyman,
Brian Dahle, that we hope to conduct sometime in
February.
Finally, our animated General Meeting at the end of
January gave our members the opportunity to look at
the National League's position and decide which ones
we felt should be priorities.
February is nearly upon us and we're not slowing
down. Our Board meets on February 3rd (you're all
invited to attend it - Redding Library, Foundation
Room, from 11 am to 1 pm). Members of our group will
be "manning" a booth at the Multicultural Festival at
Central Valley High School on February 22 and our
February general meeting on February 25 will focus on
water issues in Shasta County and our speaker will be
Eric Wedemeyer from the Shasta County Water
Agency. Please remember that you can bring guests to
our general meetings. Hope to see you all soon.

Alice Bell
President
League of Women Voters of the Redding Area
aahbell@gmail.com
246-2936

Water Event Report by Michele Siedel Schroeder / continued from page 2
There are actually 15 diﬀerent versions of the Twin Tunnels BDCP mapping plan; nine of which were
available first-hand for a closer look in the center of the room. There were a plethora of materials available
to the public, including 2 "Highlights" booklets; an Environmental Impact Report and Statement, as well as
a summary and much smaller version of the (25,000 page) Bay Delta Conservation/Twin Tunnels project
plan. This contained several snapshots of the proposed mitigation to follow.
A contingent of the Winnemem Wintu Tribe and their Chief were set-up in the lobby outside the venue
hall, so before leaving Molly and I took a few moments to discuss the present condition of the Delta. We
asked whether they thought the BDCP project would help restore it to a better state. They were of the
consensus that the Delta salinity and health has fluctuated through the millennia, with or without man's
intervention. One member present said, "The Delta has seen better days, and in time has actually become
less brackish because they have flushed huge amounts of fresh water from the Sacramento River back into
it". Regardless, they saw this as more interference by man, and then another member of the tribe made
the assertion that "The Delta can never be fixed, it is already dead". She also added that they did not
believe that this new Twin Tunnels proposal was any diﬀerent from the Peripheral Canal plan of years past,
and that the new BDCP/Twin Tunnels plan "has nothing to do with the Delta ecology and restoration".
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ASK BEFORE YOU SIGN – OR, THINK BEFORE YOU INK
The League of Women Voters of California encourages its members and the public to be cautious
during this period of circulation of initiative and referendum petitions.
Voters are often asked to sign a petition “just to get it on the ballot so people can vote on it.” The
League says to voters, “Your signature is valuable, perhaps even more valuable than your vote.
Why? Because far fewer signatures are required to qualify a measure for the ballot than votes needed
to pass it once it’s on the ballot. Only sign a petition for an initiative or referendum that you believe
belongs on the ballot.”
The LWVC suggests six questions voters should ask themselves to help determine whether or not to
sign an initiative petition:
1.! Is it complex? Some issues can be decided by a simple yes or no vote. More complex
issues may be better handled by thorough examination and debate in a legislative arena.
2.! Is it confusing? Some initiatives are not well written or contain conflicts that may
require court resolution or interpretation.
3.! Does it belong in the Constitution? If an initiative amends the Constitution, consider
whether it really belongs there. Is it a fundamental law that should be protected from
change? Correcting a constitutional amendment later would also require amending the
Constitution, is cumbersome and costly, and requires another vote of the people.
4.! How will it be funded? Is it an “unfunded mandate” that would require the legislature to
take funds from other essential programs? Consider the eﬀect on the overall flexibility of a
government budget with already limited revenue. An initiative should generally define its
own revenue source, and not earmark, restrict, or obligate a specific percentage of the
General Fund revenues.
5.! Before you sign, ask about who is circulating the petition. Many initiative
campaigns use paid signature gathers. The only requirement in California is that the
petition itself have a disclaimer that it may be circulated by a paid signature gatherer. You
can ask whether the person requesting your signature is paid, and if so, how much.
6.! Who is behind it? It can be diﬃcult to find out who the real sponsors and opponents of a
petition are. Sometimes there are news reports, or a Web site that can help you.
Contribution and expenditure reports of committees organized for action on ballot
measures are available through Cal-Access, the automated lobbying and campaign
disclosure system sponsored by the California Secretary of State’s oﬃce. Go to this site–
www.cal-access.ss.ca.gov–to read the financial reports of campaign committees.
The League of Women Voters is a trusted, nonpartisan political organization. Our members do the
hands-on work that safeguards democracy and leads to civic improvement. More information about
the League, including membership information, can be found on the League’s Web site,
www.lwvc.org.
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BOOK REVIEW
Dam Nation
How Water Shaped the West and Will Determine Its Future
By Stephen Grace

Reviewed by Karen Frost

This book is an interesting look
at the problems created when
people try to settle in deserts
and how the ultimate lack of
water shapes their towns, farms
and businesses. The Great
American Desert was named by
explorers of the frontier
beyond the 100th meridian.
These early explorers were
overwhelmed by the endless
space surrounded by snow
capped mountains. It was so
diﬀerent from their experiences
in Europe and the Eastern part
of the United States that it was
like being on an alien planet.
The settlers who followed the
explorers brought with them
the knowledge of farming and
developing businesses that they
knew from always living in
areas with an abundance of
water. The idea that water
could be a finite resource was
not part of their experience.
They assumed that there would
always be rain and plenty of
water for any endeavor.

Water on the Eastern side of
the Rockies is very sparse. That
drought prone area stretches
into parts of western Kansas,
Wyoming, Oklahoma, New
Mexico, Arizona and Texas.
Southern California is also a
desert climate. The Colorado
River has been tapped so often
by these desert states that it is
endangering the well-being of
the entire watershed.
During the Great Depression,
it was decided to build large
projects such as dams that
could employ many people.
These dams also provided water
to areas that had previously
been arid and uninhabitable.
These engineering “problems”
were exciting to build and
magnificent in scope. Because
of water, development followed
with cities and towns being
built as fast as the developers
could do so. Water managers
did such an excellent job of
making sure these areas had an
adequate supply of water that
they created a situation where
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people came to take water for
granted.
Water management is a
complicated situation with
many laws, rights and other
issues. The future of our water
supply will require each of us to
rethink the way we use water
on a daily basis. This includes
turning oﬀ the tap while
brushing our teeth and not
using the hose to wash down
our driveways. People in our
state need to rethink backyard
swimming pools and lush lawns.
Water is necessary for life and
it needs to be protected as a
precious but limited resource.
This is an interesting book to
read. The author uses humor
and excellent reporting to make
the case for all of us becoming
water conservationists. I would
recommend it to anyone
interested in knowing more
about the history of water and
its impact on our future.

PAGE 5

